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California Loyalty Oath for Churches 


In 1953 the California Legislature passed a bill that be- 
came law requiring all organizations, including churches 
and religious organizations, which apply for tax exemption 
to make the following declaration : 

“The organization reporting herein declares that it does 
not advocate the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States or of the State of California by force or 
violence or other unlawful means nor advocate the support 
of a foreign government against the United States in 
event of hostilities.’ (See INFoRMATION SERvICE, May 
23, 1953, for a brief statement about the law.) 

Some fifteen churches and three religious organizations 
have voted to oppose the loyalty oath, according to re- 
ports from Religious News Service. Among these are 
several Unitarian churches and at least one Lutheran. It 
is also reported that the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee of Los Angeles will not sign the oath. 

The First Methodist Church of San Leandro was the 
first to file a suit to test the constitutionality of the law, 
and sent a statement with the tax-exemption blank which 
read in part: “Of course this organization does not ad- 
vocate the overthrow of the government of the United 
States or of the State of California by force or violence. 
This church believes in the democratic form of gov- 
ernment. It advocates the use of love and reconciliation 
and peaceful change in all situations of conflict. The 
church’s first and highest loyalty is to God ; if this loyalty 
conflicts with our loyalty to the state and the nation, we 
believe that we serve our state and nation best by remain- 
ing true to God.” 

The Executive Committee of the Southern California 
Council of Churches adopted a statement on March 18, 
1954. They asked two questions : 

“(1) Does the state now think that the churches are 
becoming suspect? If so, we must record our rejection of 
the implications involved. We believe the churches and 
the clergy not only to be completely loyal, but that the 
churches constitute a foundation unit of our American 
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society out of whose influence and life the very concepts 
of American political order have developed. (2) Is the 
involvement of the churches purely incidental—there be- 
ing no intention originally to put them under these im- 
plications in shaping the legislation? If so, we believe 
that the Legislature should review the situation and ini- 
tiate such revisions as would be required to eliminate this 
requirement for churches and religious organizations. 

“We record, moreover, our anxiety as to whether this 
measure may not easily be the first unsuspecting step 
toward control over the life and teaching of the churches. 
Certainly there was no general awareness that a vote on 
Proposition V was to determine whether or not the 
churches should be required to sign a loyalty oath.” 

Churches which plan to bring suit to invalidate the law 
are urged by the Council to secure “careful legal advice” 
before acting. 

In Arizona, Religious News Service reports that the 
state Council of Churches asked 50 of the state’s lead- 
ing clergymen and laymen about their attitude toward 
a proposed state loyalty oath for teachers and public em- 
ployes. They voiced strong opposition to it as unnecessary, 
ineffective, and damaging to loyal citizens. 

The New Jersey State Council of Churches has opposed 
the creation of a state subversive activities study com- 
mission because “the experience with such committees in 
the United States Congress seems to indicate that we have 
not yet learned how to conduct such investigations without 
serious damage to the democracy they purport to protect.” 


Christian Action on McCarthyism 


A statement on “a totalitarian trend” in the United 
States, “of which Senator McCarthy is partly cause and 
partly symptom,” has been issued by the executive council 
of Christian Action, New York, and by a newly appointed 
advisory council of the organization. The statement issued 
is as follows: 

“The whole trend, of which Senator McCarthy is partly 
cause and partly symptom, has had the following destruc- 
tive effects: 

“1. It has undermined the safeguards by which, in our 
tradition, citizens are protected against arbitrary injury 
by those in power. 

“2. It has impaired the morale of vital departments of 
government. 

“3. It has created an atmosphere in which many people 
are fearful of dissenting from the opinions of those in 
position to bring great pressure on the community as a 
whole. 
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“4. It has drained our energies as a people and shifted 
the focus of political debate from the domestic and foreign 
problems which should command our attention. 

“5. It has divided our people, feeding the forces of 
extreme nationalism and fostering a totalitarian men- 
tality. It has greatly weakened the party in power as an 
instrument of government, and this has injured the coun- 
try as a whole. 

“6. It has diverted our attention as a nation from the 
real external danger of communism to a preoccupation 
with the internal threat of communism at a time when 
there is less of such internal communism than there has 
been at any time since the 1930's. 

“7. It has shaken the alliance of free nations and 
ironically made the whole free world less able to withstand 
communism in the places where it is the greatest danger. 

“Members of Christian Action recognize that there have 
been serious cases of subversion in government which 
in part account for the widespread approval given to cur- 
rent congressional investigations. We also recognize that 
there is an important place for congressional investiga- 
tions. But we affirm that they must be conducted accord- 
ing to rules which protect the rights of witnesses and of 
persons investigated, and that the process must be subject 
to the control of a bipartisan committee as a whole rather 
than to the independent action of a chairman. We would 
have more confidence in a joint committee of both houses 
of Congress set up as the only investigating body of the 
legislature dealing with the problem of subversion. 

“Today the whole conduct of congressional investiga- 
tions dealing with subversion is on balance destructive in 
its effect. It is linked with a trend of thought and feel- 
ing in the nation which is a greater threat to our institu- 
tions than domestic communism, and it has already had a 
grievous effect on our good name as a nation. 

“In the light of this, we honor especially those per- 
sons in public life who, often at considerable risk to them- 
selves and to their institutions, have resisted this trend 
and have directly opposed Senator McCarthy. 

“As Christians, we welcome the clarity and forthright- 
ness that many leaders of the churches and some church 
councils (including the National Council of Churches) 
have shown in defining the issues at stake and in support- 
ing the forces of political and cultural health which coun- 
teract the dangerous growth of McCarthyism. 

“We call upon our fellow Christians everywhere to re- 
sist this evil with all the influence at their command be- 
fore it grows to intolerable proportions.” 


Christian Action announces that it has members from 
all major denominations in 42 states, and in other coun- 
tries. There are ten branches active in large cities in 
the United States. “Christian Action is an independent 
organization of Protestants who understand their faith to 
demand active participation in setting public policy.” Its 
office is at 537 West 121st Street, New York 27, N. Y. 


“Passion for Conformity” 

The traditional American freedoms are endangered by 
a “spreading passion for conformity,” observed Dorothy 
Shaver, president of Lord and Taylor, New York, at a 
dinner arranged by the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, held in New York, April 13, 1954. Portions 
of the address follow: 

“This fear of non-conformity is not the fault of any 
one man, any one political party, any one group. The fault 
lies within ourselves. In a world full of insecurity and 


change and problems and challenge, it is much easier to 
accept current myths than to make individual judgments, 
much easier to be governed by suspicion rather than rea- 
son. It eliminates for us the arduous work of formulating 
moral and spiritual values of our own, of developing 
personal standards and using them as a measure, of think- 
ing over the issues involved in any one question and draw- 
ing our own personal conclusions. It eliminates the bur- 
den of assuring personal responsibility for human welfare 
and human progress. 

“And yet, easy though it may be, this kind of passive, 
conformist thinking has the potential power to destroy all 
the qualities which have made our country great. Its un- 
dermining effects are visible already. In industry, for ex- 
ample, among both executives and staff, I see a growing 
unwillingness to exercise independent judgment, to ques- 
tion company dogma. Fewer people are willing to voice 
original ideas which contradict accepted policy. In short, 
fewer people will risk their judgment in support of what 
they believe. 

“Yet, what, if not personal initiative, has sparked the 
whole growth of American industry? Business grows on 
ideas, on dare-to-do thinking, on inventiveness, on diver- 
sity of contribution. It needs executives who are original 
and courageous thinkers. Otherwise it strangles its own 
growth. 

“In the academic world too, conformity has had its 
dulling effects. Here, where we look for ideas that assault 
the very foundations of all learning, students and faculty 
alike seem reluctant to venture outside the groove of 
accepted knowledge. It is safer in the groove. Outside 
there are the hazards of failure and suspicion. 

“Yet throughout the ages the search for light has gone 
on only outside the groove. Were this not so, man would 
still be a cave-dweller driven by fear of anything and any- 
body outside the darkness of his cave. The forces which 
drove him forward were not conformity, fear and sus- 
picion, but curiosity, courage and conscience. Unless we 
exercise these qualities now, unless we can examine prob- 
lems and people objectively, unless we can approach them 
without the kind of pre-judgment that springs from 
ignorance and fear, freedom cannot survive and we will 
slide back into the darkness of the cave and, I fear me, 
brotherhood will be a forgotten word.” 


Technical Assistance and Self-Help 


“Seventy countries are supplying help to augment self- 
help in ninety-one countries.” So Will Lissner wrote in 
a survey of all forms of technical assistance in the New 
York Times, May 24. Most of the donating countries 
are also receiving help. The total cost to donors and 
recipients is “upward of $500,000,000 a year. Several 
billions more are spent annually by governments and in- 
vestors on parallel economic development plans.” 

Among the results are: “Famine-plagued India has in- 
creased her food production by 5,000,000 tons and thinks 
the time is near when, barring natural calamity, she will 
be self-sufficient in foodstuffs. 

“Ttaly has bettered Mussolini’s record 1938 wheat crop 
by 1,000,000 tons. Greece has become self-sufficient in 
wheat; Turkey is one of the first four wheat-exporting 
countries. Jamaica is becoming self-sufficient in rice and 
Panama has a rice surplus. Ceylon is now exporting salt. 
Korea’s hog cholera, which killed off 43,000 pigs in 1949, 
is virtually under control.” The biggest results, however, 
are yet to come, writes Mr. Lissner. 
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New York Times correspondents surveyed the work 
done “on the spot.” The programs studied included the 
work of the U. S. Foreign Operations Administration, the 
UN Technical Assistance work, the Colombo Plan for 
South and Southeast Asia, and the administrations of 
more than a dozen governments which are giving direct 
aid. 

“The correspondents’ country-by-counrty reports show 
that the sharing of technical ‘know-how’ is one of the 
largest and most successful enterprises on which the world 
has ever engaged.” The total would be “considerably 
larger” if the work of missionary organizations, business 
concerns, and the philanthropic foundations were included. 

India is “an outstanding example” of what can be done 
with indigenous talent trained by foreign experts. It is 
expected that by March, 1956, a fourth of the population 
will have been reached by the community development 
program. India has received the largest amount of foreign 
aid from all sources, but it is “minuscule” compared with 
almost four and a half billion dollars which India plans to 
spend over the five year period. 


Two Views on South Africa 


Prime Minister Malan of South Africa and Rt. Rev. 
Richard Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop of Johannes- 
burg, each discussed the question of apartheid in South 
Africa for the parish magazine of the Oakdale ( Mich.) 
Christian Reformed Church, at the request of the minis- 
ter, Rev. John Piersma. Considerable excerpts from these 
statements are reprinted in the London Church Times, 
May 7, from which we quote. 

Dr. Malan insisted that “apartheid is based on what 
the Afrikaner believes to be his divine calling and his 
privilege—to convert the heathen to Christianity without 
obliterating his national identity. ... The Afrikaner has 
always believed that if he is to be true to his primary 
calling of bringing Christianity to the heathen, he must 
preserve his racial identity intact.” 

To the white South Africans “millions of semi-barbar- 
ous blacks look for guidance, justice and the Christian 
way of life... 

“In all, nearly £14,000,000 is spent annually on the edu- 
cation of non-whites in South Africa, of which the lion’s 
share is provided by white South African tax-payers. It 
is computed that every European tax-payer in our coun- 
try ‘carries’ more than four non-whites, in order to pro- 
vide the latter with essential services involving education, 
hospitalization, housing, etc. 

“Disability grants and old age pensions are available to 
the Bantu in the same way as to the whites. . . . 

“The more than a million Coloured people (people of 
mixed race) in our country are another tremendous re- 
sponsibility, and a constant drain on the country’s ex- 
chequer, filled almost entirely by the white tax-payer. . . . 
Nor does most of our industrial legislation make any dis- 
tinction on the ground of colour... . 

“Furthermore, the non-whites of South Africa have 
full access to all health services. . . . In the urban areas, 
advisory boards, whose members are elected by the resi- 
dents of black urban residential areas, provide an adequate 
mouthpiece, whilst tribal authorities are now being estab- 
lished in terms of the Bantu Authorities Act in the rural 
areas.” 

The positive tenets of apartheid were summarized as 
follows: 

“1, Energetically to develop the Bantu Reserves, both 
agriculturally and industrially. In industries within the 
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Reserves, Bantus are to be trained eventually to fill all 
positions. . . . 

“2. Gradually to extend the power and functions of lo- 
cal government within the Reserve. . . . 

“3. Gradually to replace the white officials, professional 
men, traders, ete., within the Reserves by Bantu.” 

To divide the country into two separate states is “simply 
not practical politics.” Dr. Malan asked Americans “not 
to judge our efforts only by our incidental failures, nor 
to reproach us for what you may at this great distance 
judge as being lack of the spirit of Christ.” 

Bishop Reeves noted in his comment on Dr. Ma- 
lan’s statement that while about a quarter of all South 
African Christians are members of the Dutch Reformed 
Churches, only 4.6 per cent of the non-European Chris- 
tians were. [Vithin the other churches, he said, “consid- 
erable progress has already been made towards giving the 
non-European members a share in the government of the 
Church.” Furthermore, “out of 4,827 schools for such 
children, only 992 are State schools, with 209,916 scholars 
in government schools out of a total of 883,896 children 
being educated; and it must be remembered that sixty 
per cent of Native children of school age are receiving no 
education at all. Under the Bantu Education Act, all 
schools will be taken over by the government; but my 
point is that, until now, the missionary bodies and 
Churches have made a great contribution to Native educa- 
tion, with substantial help from provincial authorities.” 

The Bishop does not believe that “the only reasonable 
course to adopt in South \frica, at the moment, is a pol- 
icy of segregation.” He notes that Dr. Malan “makes no 
reference at all to the appalling shortage of houses for 
the non-white population, say in a city like Johannesburg, 
when, in the past five years, only 1,760 houses for urban 
native workers have been built... . Any account of the 
housing situation in the Union ought, surely, to take into 
account the frightful slums, overcrowding, and lack of 
amenities in which thousands of natives are living in the 
large centers of urban population. The same is true when 
he speaks of the political rights of the non-white citi- 
zen.” “Over eight million people” have one senator and 
three representatives. The advisory boards “suffer from 
a constant sense of frustration.” “In no instance” does 
Dr. Malan “relate the facts he records to the total situa- 
tion which faces us.” 


The Personal Religion of Adults 


A study, Factors Influencing the Personal Religion of 
Adults, by Marvin J. Taves was recently published by the 
State College of Washington.! The group studied were 
one-fifth of the employes of the State College—“workers 
ranging from common labor up through skilled labor to 
professional workers.” In all, 162 replies were received 
(from 100 men and 62 women). Because of the small 
sample “the findings must be generalized cautiously.” The 
following tendencies are shown: 

“Women more often than men, children and older 
adults more often than younger adults, and urban-reared 
more often than rural-reared respondents attended 
church. ... 

“The women outranked the men in the percentage who 
do contribute and in the percentage of their income con- 
tributed, but in actual dollars the men contributed 
more, ... 


1 Pullman, Wash., Washington Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tions, Institute of Agricultural Sciences, State College of Wash- 
ington, 1953. (Bul. 544) 
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“Church offices were more frequently held by the 
women than by the men, by the more educated than by 
the less educated. . . . 

“The higher church participation scores were registered 
by the women and the urban-reared. . . . 

“Women more often prayed than men.... 

“The average status level of the church was higher 
among women than men, and among rural- than urban- 
reared respondents. .. . 

“Women reflected more favorable attitudes than men, 
and rural-reared respondents more favorable attitudes 
than urban-reared. . . . 

“In their religious beliefs, the women were more con- 
servative than the men, the rural-reared than the urban- 
reared, and the younger than the older respondents.” 


“Loyalty and Freedom” 


The National Council’s Central Department of Publica- 
tion and Distribution (120 East 23rd Street, New York 
10, N. Y.) has just issued a brief study pamphlet, Loyalty 
and Freedom (Price 35 cents). This was prepared at 
the request of the General Department of United Church 
Women by Rhoda E. McCulloch. 

The pamphlet considers first the special responsibility 
of Protestants for freedom, some of the problems in- 
volved in the current efforts to enforce loyalty by ques- 
tionable means, the reasons why the freedoms guaranteed 
by the Constitution are essential to true security, ways 
of recognizing propaganda that would “undermine both 
Americanism and Christianity,” and the “force of dis- 
sension.” Suggestions are made for both group and in- 
dividual action. A brief bibliography is appended. A 
number of statements by national denominational bodies, 
as well as by the National Council of Churches, are 
reprinted. 


At St. Joseph’s House on Chrystie Street 


“The sun is getting warmer on the drooped backs of 
the men on our soup line these ... days. The line is grow- 
ing longer because unemployment is mounting. Here at 
St. Joseph’s house of hospitality we are full to the doors 
with men sleeping on the library floor.” 

This is part of a short statement by Dorothy Day, ap- 
pearing in The Catholic Worker, New York, April, 1954. 
A recent visitor from France, Pére Rene Voillaume, head 
of the Little Brothers of Jesus, came to speak and im- 
pressed the residents of St. Joseph’s House. These Little 
Brothers are not thinking of such as point four programs, 
“but simply of love and friendship. To work, to suffer, 
to be poor with others.” 

At Chrystie Street, the workers envied them “this Fran- 
ciscan poverty and thought.” “We looked around our 
house with its large family, much as parents look at the 
mouths to be fed and the bodies to be clothed, and wonder 
how we manage with so many. Well, it is the Lord’s do- 
ing.” 

“We never intended this when we started printing Peter 
Maurin’s ideas on hospitality. We were just a few, but 
there was always room for one more at the table, always 
enough food to share, always a place to bed down one 
more. ... 

“This is the work that it seems the Lord intends us to 
do since He sends us the destitute in such numbers and 
sends us, too, our friends and readers to help us. ‘The 
poor are the first children of the Church,’ Bossuet wrote.” 

The following lines are from a letter sent by Miss Day 
a month earlier: 


“St. Joseph, this is your month, and it is also Lent. 
You lived like the Little Brothers, at hard manual labor, 
and you surely understood concerning the needy and the 
poor. You were without shelter when you hunted a bed 
for a wife about to have a Child; you must have suffered 
with hunger and thirst in that journey across the desert 
into a strange land where you are supposed to have lived 
seven years. We beg you to move the hearts of our read- 
ers, so that when we tell them how broke we are, how 
high the bills are piled for groceries, for fuel, for light, 
they will be moved to help us, by their prayers and alms 
giving.” 


The Atomic Energy Program 


Report on the Atom, by Gordon Dean, formerly chair- 
man of the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, is a sum- 

mary and interpretation of “the Atomic Energy Program 
of the United States’ (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 
1953. $5.00). Mr. Dean served as chairman of the Com- 
mission, 1950-53. His discussion is, of course, within the 
limits of security regulations. The narrative deals with 
developments from the early days of rapid improvisation 
under war pressures to the well-organized program of re- 
cent months. A chapter perhaps of particular interest to 
the layman is the one, “Radioisotopes: Servants of Man.” 

‘Just what is an isotope,” a reporter once asked at a 
press conference held by the Commissioners in Washing- 
ton. After many definitions, explanations, and appeals to 
scientists, the reporter remarked : “What exactly is an iso- 
tope?” A definition that appeals to Mr. Dean is: “An iso- 
tope is something that is exactly like something else, but 
it is different. . . . An isotope of gold is gold, but it is 
not quite like all other gold.” If an isotope is radioactive, 
then “it can be identified by instruments, such as the Gei- 
ger counter... .” Also “some radioisotopes remain radio- 
active longer than others.” The role of the artificial iso- 
topes in medical and agricultural research, and elsewhere, 
is described. They have already become valuable in can- 
cer research. 

Mr. Dean appraises Russia’s potential in the production 
of atomic energy. He discusses the role of atomic energy 
in the development of power. There is an informing and 
unemotional chapter entitled: “Secrecy, Security, and 
Spies.” The Atomic Energy Commission recently em- 
ployed 300 people in simply “keeping tabs on the where- 
abouts” of more than 1,000,000 classified documents ; 200 
people in reviewing the documents ; 6,000 people in “secur- 
ity work of one kind or another.” Human failure is evi- 
dent, and perfection is not possible, but strong security 
programs are obviously needed, says Mr. Dean. 


David E. Lilienthal, first chairman of the Atomic En- 
ergy Commission (1946-49) wrote favorably about Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s proposal made late in 1953 before the 
Assembly of the United Nations, in Foreign Policy Bulle- 
tin, New York, February 1, 1954. “There is no doubt 
about the need for action soon if the President’s proposal 
is to turn the tide” of the world “toward a war of an- 
nihilation.” He proposes that effective steps be taken in 
the United Nations to put the Eisenhower proposal into 
operation, “while negotiations with the Russians proceed.” 
The “essential ingredients” of a concrete international 
program to encourage peace-time uses of atomic energy 
would seem to include the following: Materials with which 
to work; scientists to work on the materials ; a laboratory : 
a repository of the materials under U.N. auspices. “There 
are no great difficulties here.” 
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